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WHAT IS THE ROLE OF A BOARD OF ELECTIONS AS TO ACCESSIBILITY?

A Requiring Accessible Polling PlaceRolling Sites are required to be accessible. Voters with
disabilities may require removal of barrierspatlling places or registration sites in order to
make the voting program accessible to them.

A Obtaining Accommodations as to the Voting ProceduNoters may need accommodations for
a mental or physical disability when actuakkgisteringto vote or castig a ballot on a voting
system.

A Ensuring Designation of Voter Registration Agencies and Provision of Voter Registration
Assistance:States designatas voter registration agencies the stétended offices that provide
disability services, such as commuynitental health centers and vocational rehabilitation
agencies Those agencies provid@propriate registration opportunities and assistarioe
clientsas required by the NVRA.

THE VOTING ACCESSIBILITY FOR THE ELDERLY AND HANDICAPPED ACT OF 1984 (VAEHA):

The VAEHA, 42 USC § 1978eseq effective January 1, 1986, applies to federal elections (elections
where candidates for federal offices are on the ballot). VAEHA requires each political subdivision
responsible for conducting elections to assure thapalling sites for federal elections are accessible to
voters with disabilities and voters 65 and older.

THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT OF 1991 (ADA):

Title 1l of the ADA, 42 USC § 12132, provides that public entities may not exclude or denydqualifie
individuals with disabilities the benefits of their programs, services or activities. Four regulations are
particularly relevant in the context of voting:

A Reasonable modification,

A Criteria that screen out people with disabilities,
A Program Access, and

A Site Selection.

NATIONAL VOTER REGISTRATION ACT OF 1993 (NVRA)
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agencies

1. All offices that are primarily engaged in providing disability services and vddelve state
funds, and
2. All offices that provide public assistance.
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their clients voter registration forms and assistance in completing them. Also, theyacuept
completed applications and transmit them to state elections officials.
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HELP AMERICA VOTE ACT OF 2002 (HAVA)

HAVA deals with making voting systems accessible, making polling places accessible, training poll

workers as to accessibility issues, gmdviding voting information to disabled voters. HAVA distributes

to the states Title | funds under 42 USC 8 15301 (Sectionf#9AVA to be used, among other things,
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42 USC § 15481(a)(3) (Section 80HAVA requires voting systems to be equipped for voters with
disabilities, which allows suatoters to have the same opportunity for access and participatior non
disabled voters have. Also, this statute mandates that every precinct must have at least one (1)
accessible voting machine available for use by voters with special needs by Janu@§:. 1, 20

A Direct Record Electronic (DREJouchscreen; Audio cue capacity for Visually Impaired voters,
A Optical Scan Supplemented by Ballot Marking Device (AutoMark)
A Paper Ballotg Not accessible

ACCESS TO VOTING PLACES BY PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES

If a vote cannot access a polling place because of physical baiiig¢sS NE A a y2 gl & GKFG
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participation to person as for other voters as required byUJ8C § 15481(a)(3) (Section 301 of HAVA)

Therefore, precincts must provide access on a permanent or temporarydrasigction day or one

stop absentee voting. Curbside voting, voting assistance and absentee voting, all required by North

Carolina lawoffer options that persons with disabilities may use to vdigt they are not considered

substitutes for federal accessibility mandates
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HELP AMERICA VOTE ACT (HAVA) HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES GRANTS

42 USC § 15421 (Section 261 of HAVA) provides fufadiggants administered by the US Department
of Health and Human Sercices (H&HS) to

1. Make polling places, including the path of travel, entrances, exits, and voting areas of each
polling facility, accessible to individuals with disabilities, includindtimel and visually
impaired, in a manner that provides the same opportunity for access and participation
(including privacy and independence) as for other voters; and

2. Provide individuals with disabilities and the other individuals described in paragrapfilpn
with information about the accessibility of polling places, including outreach programs to inform
the individuals about the availability of accessible polling places and training elections officials,
poll workers, and elections volunteers on how bespromote the access and participation of
individuals with disabilities in elections for Federal office.

42 USC § 15461 (Section 291 of HAVA) also requires that H&HS give grants to protection and advocacy
systems [as defined in Section 102 of the Dewaleptal Disabilities Assistance and Bill of Rights Act of
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with disabilities, including registering to vote, casting a vote and accessing polliSgpldcé {YlFffSNJ
grants will be made available to eligible entities to provide training and technical assistance with respect

to the activities carried out under this section.
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WHAT THE NORTH CAROLINA STATE BOARD OF ELECTIONS (NC SBOE) HAS DONE

In 199, Mr. Gary Bartlettthe Executive Director of the@ISBE, sat on the board of the Elections

Center. At that time, the Center assisted with training materials and presentations for local boards of

elections. FFom 1998-2002,Mr. Bartlettwasthe chair of the National Task Force on Accessible

Elections.In his capacity as ethair, Mr. Bartletthelpedoversethe creation of an updated guide
entitled Voting: A Constitutional Right for AQlitizenswhich wasoriginally published by the Natial
Organizatioron Disability.

Duringthat time,dzy’ RS NJ a NJ» . | Nie N&th Qafblna StateABRardyofES Giensated and
produced two videosThe videos can be viewed from the NC SBOE website using the provided links.

A Accessible Precincts Mean Accessible Elections
ftp://lwww.app.sboe.state.nc.us/video/Accessible Precincts _10min.wmv
ftp://www.app.sboe.state.nc.us/video/Accessible%20Precincts%2040min.wmv

A Ensuring Equal Access for All Vaters

ftp://www.app.sboe.statenc.us/video/Ensuring%20Equal%20Access med quality.wmv

These videokave beerused nationally since 200¢. i | NIi A y 3 A y hdiINCEB@Eh&sS
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consistently emphasized accessibility trainings to its local boards of elections and offered trainings to

non-profit and advocacy groups as we8tarting in 2004with the advent of HAVA fundingnd
continuing:

A Provided a $B million grant fund to counties for accessibility issues from HAVA Title | monies.

An additional $300,000h HEHS HAVA funds were also used for this purpose.
A The County Boards of Elections under the direction of the State Board surveyed and
photographed every North Carolina polling place as to accessibility needs.

A The surveys werased to make grants to County Bdarto improvepolling placeaccessibility.
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A Each polling location used by a county is subject to an accessibility preparations checkilist.
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FIGURE INORTH CAROLINA ASSIBILITY PREPARATIONS CHECKLIST

North Carolina Accessibility Preparations Checklist

Administrative Oversight

1. Have pertinent federal laws which affect accessibility been researched for an understanding of requirements?
(Included are The Voting Rights Act, The Voting Accessibility for the Elderly and Handicapped Act, The National
Voter Registration Act of 1993, The Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, The Rehabilitation Act of 1993, and
HAVA.) () Yes ( ) No

Have individual state requirements been addressed? ( ) Yes ( ) No

Are alternative formats available on voter information, sample ballots, and websites? { ) Yes( ) No

Are forms available in alternative formats? ( ) Yes ( ) No

Have specific language requirements been identified? ( ) Yes ( ) No

Has staff received training and education on serving voters with special needs? ( ) Yes ( ) No

Have resources been identified for ordering special equipment to make polling places accessible? ( ) Yes ( ) No
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Polling Place Accessibility

Polling Place Approach

People with disabilities should be able to approach and enter the polling place as freely as everyone else. At least one
route of travel should be accessible for everyone, including people with disabilities.

Parking and Drop-Off Areas

The Americans with Disabilities Act requires that if parking is provided for non-disabled people, at least one accessible
parking space be provided for every 25 regular parking spaces.

1. Does the parking area have spaces designated for disabilities? ( ) Yes ( ) No
A. Number of accessible spaces required
B. Number of accessible spaces available
2. Do the accessible spaces measure 12 feet wide, with a 5-foot aisle and 98 inches of vertical clearance?
()Yes({ )No
How many of these spaces are van accessible?
Are the access aisles a part of the accessible route to the accessible entrance? ( ) Yes ( ) No
Are the accessible spaces closest to the polling area? ( ) Yes ( ) No
Are accessible spaces marked with the International Symbol of Accessibility? ( ) Yes ( ) No
Is the parking area paved? ( ) Yes ( ) No Ifitis not paved how will it be made compliant?
Are there notable bumps, cracks or potholes on the pavement that would make it difficult for someone with a
disability to maneuver? ( ) Yes ( ) No
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Route of Travel

1. Is there a route of travel that does not require the use of stairs? ( ) Yes ( ) No

2. Is the route stable, firm and slip resistant? ( ) Yes ( ) No

3. Is the entrance route at least 36 inches wide, or if the route is an emergency escape route, is it 44 inches wide?
() Yes( ) No

4. Can a person with a visual disability using a cane detect all objects protruding into the route?
() Yes( )No

5. Do curbs on the route have curb cuts at drives, parking and drop-offs? ( ) Yes ( ) No

1
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Ramps

1. Are there steps to enter the polling place? ( ) Yes ( ) No

If so, are there ramps for persons with disabilities to access the entrance? ( ) Yes ( ) No

Are the slopes of ramps no greater than 1:12? ( ) Yes ( ) No

Do all ramps longer than 6 feet, or with a rise greater than 6 inches, have railings on both sides? ( ) Yes ( ) No
Is the ramp at least 36 inches wide? ( ) Yes ( ) No

Are railings sturdy and are the tops of railings between 34 and 38 inches high)? ( ) Yes ( ) No

Is there an 18-inch extension of the handrail at the top and bottom of the ramp? ( ) Yes ( ) No

If the ramp is 30 ft. or more, does it have a resting platform that is at least 60 inches long and as wide as the
ramp? ( )Yes{ )No

8. Are the ramps non-slip? ( ) Yes ( ) No
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Entrance to Polling Place and Polling Room

Entrance

1. If there are stairs at the main entrance with no ramp or lift, is there an alternative accessible entrance?
()Yes()No

2. Do all inaccessible public entrances have signs indicating the location of the nearest accessible entrance?

()Yes()No

Can the alternate entrance be used independently? ( ) Yes ( ) No

Is the headroom in the pathway 80 inches or higher from the surface? ( ) Yes ( ) No

Does the entrance door have at least 32 inches clear opening? ( ) Yes ( ) No

Are there at least 24 inches of clear wall space on the pull side of the door, next to the handle? ( ) Yes ( ) No

Is the threshold level (less than % inch high) or beveled (up to % inch high)? ( ) Yes ( ) No

Are doormats % inch high or less and securely installed to minimize tripping? ( ) Yes ( ) No

Is there enough space before and after the door to allow for maneuvering space for voters in wheelchairs?

()Yes()No

10. Is the door hardware located no higher than 48 inches from the floor so that someone can reach the knob or
lever from a seated position? ( ) Yes ( ) No

11. Is the door handle operable with a closed fist? ( ) Yes ( ) No

12. Can exterior doors be opened without too much force (maximum 8.5 lbs)? { ) Yes ( ) No

13. If the door has a closer, does it take at least 3 seconds to close? ( ) Yes ( ) No
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Horizontal Circulation/Maneuverability within the Space

1. Does the accessible building provide direct access to the polling place? ( ) Yes ( ) No

2. Does the interior accessible route of travel lead to the polling area? ( ) Yes ( ) No

3. Is the interior accessible route to all polling areas at least 36 inches wide? ( ) Yes ( ) No

4. Is there a 5-foot circle or T-shaped space for a person to using a wheelchair to reverse direction when
maneuvering within or exiting the polling place? ( ) Yes ( ) No

5. Is the path of travel free from barriers, including removable mats and rugs? ( ) Yes ( ) No

6. Are there protruding objects (such as fire extinguishers) mounted on the wall? ( ) Yes ( ) No
Can these items be relocated so they would not be an obstruction/barrier? ( ) Yes ( ) No
If not, can another object be placed under the item to prevent voters with visual disabilities from running into
the protruding objects? ( ) Yes( ) No
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